
How to successfully complete your DBA?

5

TA B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S
Acknowledgment.............................................................................7

Introduction......................................................................................9

Purpose of this book.........................................................................9
The book’s target..............................................................................9
Increased interest for the DBA......................................................10
The book’s author........................................................................... 11
The book’s tone...............................................................................12
The plan..........................................................................................12

CHAPTER 1. 
The choice of a DBA......................................................................13

1. What is a DBA?...........................................................................13
2. Differences between DBA and MBA.........................................14
3. Differences between DBA and PhD..........................................16
4. DBA and PhD student profiles...................................................19
5. The diversity of DBAs.................................................................20
6. How to prepare a DBA in 3 years?..............................................22
7. DBA applicants’ motivations......................................................25
8. DBA contributions to business...................................................28
9. DBA protagonists.......................................................................29
10. How to choose your DBA?........................................................31
11. Face-to-face or distance learning DBA?...................................35

CHAPTER 2. 
The choice of your DBA thesis theme.........................................37

1. How to choose your DBA thesis theme?....................................37
2. The risks linked to some thesis themes......................................41
3. The thesis theme: “Down the funnel”........................................42
4. What is knowledge creation?......................................................44



6

Table  of  cont ent s

5. Can a manager create knowledge?............................................45
6. How to choose your DBA thesis supervisor?.............................46
7. How to manage the relationship with your thesis supervisor?...49
8. What does a DBA director have to say to thesis supervisors?..51
9. How to present a thesis project?................................................52
10. How to clarify your thesis project: the “pitch” process............53

CHAPTER 3. 
Managing your DBA......................................................................57

1. How to start your DBA?..............................................................57
2. When to write?............................................................................61
3. How to avoid plagiarism?............................................................64
4. What thesis format to choose?...................................................66
5. What methodology(ies) to choose for your DBA?......................68
6. What plan to adopt for the DBA thesis?.....................................70
7. How to conduct a literature review?...........................................72
8. How to organize the bibliography?.............................................74
9. How to prepare your defense?....................................................76
10. How to enhance your DBA?......................................................77

Conclusion......................................................................................81

Bibliography...................................................................................83

Videos.............................................................................................84

Annexes..........................................................................................85


